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Donald Trump's policies in seven charts, as he prepares for his inauguration

Donald Trump is set to make several policy changes that could dramatically change the US - and the world  CREDIT: CARLOS BARRIA/REUTERS

By  Ashley Kirk 

16 JANUARY 2017 • 3:51PM

onald Trump’s inauguration as President of the United States looks likely to signal a major change for the country - if not the world -

as he seeks to part with the last eight years of Barack Obama's tenure.

The controversial billionaire has set the stage for radical policy changes when he takes office, including on healthcare, foreign policy and

the economy.

He looks set to scrap some of Obama's main achievements, such as Obamacare, climate change policy and the nuclear deal with Iran, as he

attempts to "make America great again".
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Below we look at some of the key areas that Trump is likely to leave his mark on during his time at the White House.

Trump aims to tackle immigration, which has remained steady for Obama's term

Donald Trump courted controversy on the campaign trail with his remarks about Mexicans, accusing migrants of bringing crime into the

country. The subject of immigration excited many passions when he spoke - bringing lots of support as well as condemnation from those

who sought to stop him.

He pledged to build a wall on the Mexican border, ban Muslim immigration and deport 11m unauthorised immigrants. Since being elected,

he has slightly toned down his statements, promising instead "extreme vetting" of those coming into the country.

Immigration into the US has remained at roughly the same level over Obama's presidency, at around one million people per year. His

administration has focused on enforcement efforts along the border, with deportations, the majority of which were at the

border, increasing under Obama - they peaked at 410,000 in 2012.

At the same time, his executive action has allowed almost half of the 11m undocumented immigrants to legally stay and work in the United

States, although it offers no path to citizenship.

Employment is increasing but Trump may try to boost more valued jobs

During Obama's presidency, millions of jobs have been created as GDP has slowly but surely increased. After peaking at 10 per cent in

October 2009, unemployment has now dropped to 4.7 per cent.

But Trump's economic populism was buoyed by disenfranchised people who feel that their lives are not improving in the way they should

- and there's another metric to prove why this is.

The wealth of US families has fallen sharply since the financial crash, and it hasn't recovered - with the median net worth of families

falling from $137,955 in 2007 to $82,756 in 2013. This has led to the majority of Americans believing the economic system unfairly favours

powerful interests and that the recovery didn't include them.

Trump tapped into this fact. Areas such as those in the Rust Belt, the upper North-Eastern section of the United States whose support

drove Trump's electoral college vote win, have seen manufacturing jobs cut by more than half over the last half-century and are faced

with the prospect that they aren't worth as much as they used to be. 
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The number of immigrants receiving a "green card" has
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Climate change policy will face a u-turn

Trump has previously taken to Twitter to state "the concept of global warming was created by and for the Chinese in order to make U.S.

manufacturing non-competitive".

On the campaign trail, he vowed to cancel the Paris climate agreement and stop American funding for UN global warming programmes.

The Paris Agreement came into force in November after more than 55 countries ratified it - including the two largest emitters, China and

the United States. It was set against the context of rising temperatures. 2015 was the hottest year on record, and 2016 looks likely to break

this record.

Since 2005, coal has decreased as a source for energy in the US - from 49.6 per cent of generation, to a third in 2015. Over the same period,

renewables have increased their share from 8.8 per cent to 13.3 per cent. Trump's previous promise to revive the coal industry may reverse

this trend.

Obamacare will be replaced - just as the uninsured rate is falling

With Republicans controlling the presidency, the House and the Senate, the outgoing president's Obamacare is likely to be "repealed and

replaced", as Trump pledged.

There is currently no detailed plan for an alternative, but Trump has said that he will look to encourage competition between markets in

different states.

During Obama's second term, the number of people without health insurance dropped dramatically - with the American Community

Survey showing that the uninsured rate dropped in every congressional district between 2013 and 2015. 
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Coal use has been falling as renewables have been slowly
picked up
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Nationally, the fall has been from 17.3 per cent in 2013 to 10.8 per cent in 2016 - some 6.5 percentage points in three years. We don't yet

know Trump's plans for an alternative to this system.

Hardline foreign policy may lead to even more nukes

Reports suggest that Trump could promote American links to Russia, while taking a hardline approach to states like North Korea and

Iran. 

He also tweeted in December that "the United States must greatly strengthen and expand its nuclear capability until such time as the

world comes to its senses regarding nukes." Although, he then said in an interview with The Times that "I think nuclear weapons should

be way down and reduced very substantially".

But it seems the world is a long way from "coming to its senses" - with thousands of nukes and millions of kilotons already in military

service around the world.

US and Russia dominate all other countries by collectively sharing 93 per cent of the world's 15,500 nuclear warheads. The world's eyes

will be on how Trump's relationship with Putin develops, with him previously saying there's "a good chance" the two leaders won't get on

but it's an "asset" if they do like each other.

Tax is likely to be slashed after two decades of consistent corporate tax

While saying that not paying taxes himself made him "smart", Donald Trump promised Americans "the biggest tax revolution since the

Reagan tax reform".

This involves cutting taxes across the board, arguing that business wouldn't pay more than 15 per cent of their profits in tax - down from a

current 20-year-old maximum of 35 per cent.

 

Obamacare has meant that fewer American adults are left
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The world's 15,400 nukes
How the current arsenal of nuclear weapons is spread around nine
countries, according to estimates
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Individual income tax could fall too, with Republicans reducing the number of tax brackets currently in place and bringing down the top

rate from its current level of 39.6 per cent. 

An anti-establishment movement underpins it all

Trump rode on a wave of anti-establishment populism to become President - with one of his slogans being "drain the swamp".

It's easy to see how this theme, which underpinned his whole campaign, worked. The public's faith in almost every institution in the US is

at, or is near to, a record low. 

This anxiety is centred on Congress, which has the confidence of just nine per cent of Americans. Many voters feel that the political

establishment is in it for itself and not for them; Trump saw this dissatisfaction and gave Americans a way to voice their anger. 

He promised a raft of measures to clean up Washington's perceived corruption and special interests, including term limits on members of

congress, a hiring freeze on federal employees and a five-year ban on White House and Congressional officials becoming lobbyists after

they leave government service.
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Antiestablishment feeling is high  especially against
politics, big business and the media
Question: How much confidence do you have in each institution of
American society  a great deal, quite a lot, some, or very little?
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Blue Monday 2017 could be bluest ever, says expert behind equation
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British sailing star left love rival's car with £6,000 of damage after seeing picture of him with his ex-girlfriend, court hears
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Manchester house explosion: Five hurt as home destroyed in Blackley blast
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What happens next after Donald Trump's inauguration? The first 100 days of new US president
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Germany hits out at Donald Trump after he labels Nato 'obsolete' and threatens car makers with 35pc tariffs
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From a 'rustic' Camp David to doing a deal with Putin... what Donald Trump said – and what he actually means
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Britain should investigate former MI6 agent Christopher Steele, says Donald Trump

16 Jan 2017, 2:01pm
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