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Legal Rights in BC

Age Based Rights
The age of majority in British Columbia is 19 years old. That’s the age when someone legally
becomes an adult and can do things like vote in an election. However, there are some things that
young people can do before they legally become an adult.

Young people in British Columbia gain the following legal rights at different ages:

Age Right or Responsibility

5 Attend school

12 Name change with permission of parent(s)

12 Consent needed for adoption

12 Able to work with consent of parent/guardian

12 Age of consent if partner is less than 2 years older

12-17 Responsible for crime - protected by the Youth Criminal Justice Act

14 May be sentenced for crimes under adult law



14 Donate organs/tissues for medical purposes

14 Age of consent if partner is less than 5 years older

15 Able to work without consent of parent/guardian

16 Leave school

16 Able to write a will

16 Marry with permission of parent(s)

16 Apply for own passport

16 Get a driver’s licence with permission of parent(s)

16 Age of consent

17 Join the armed forces with parental consent

17 Able to donate blood

18 Vote in a provincial or federal election

18 Able to run in an election

18 See a restricted/adult movie

18 Entitled to full minimum wage

19 Enter a binding contract



19 Get married (without parent’s permission)

19 Get a driver’s licence (without parent’s permission)

19 Drink/Purchase alcohol

19 Age to gamble

19 Buy lottery tickets

19 Join the forces without parental consent

19 Minimum age required to adopt a pet from SPCA

19 Leave home (without parent’s permission)

19 Age to receive a credit card in BC

19 Buy cigarettes

19 Sue or be sued on your own

19 Name change (without parent’s permission)

no legal age Babysitting

no legal age Consent to health care treatment depending on maturity level

no legal age Getting tattoos or piercing

no legal age See school records

no legal age Testify in court



no legal age Single parents can sign up for social assistance

no legal age Consume alcohol at home, if supplied by parent(s)

no legal age Protection from age-based discrimination

 

Going to School
All children between 5 and 16 years old must go to public
school every day. This is not true if a child is in any of the
following situations:

Goes to a private school
Is at home studying lessons approved by the
government
Is sick and can’t go to school or there is some other
good reason
Has no school near their home and no bus access

 

Working 

You can get a job without your parents' permission as soon
as you turn 15. Children between 12 and 14 need their
parents' permission to work and can't work when they are
supposed to be in school.

Children under 12 years old can't be employed without a child
employment permit issued by the Director of Employment
Standards.

There are exceptions to some of these rules, such as for  kids
working in the entertainment industry.

For more information, see Work [1].

Babysitting

There is no law that says when you are old enough to babysit. Parents who are looking for
babysitters are responsible for making sure their children are properly taken care of and it's up to
them to make a decision about whether or not you are old enough to babysit. Some parents will
only hire adults to take care of their children, others are willing to hire teenagers, particularly to look
after older kids.

http://www.legalrightsforyouth.ca/work


In deciding if they should hire you as a babysitter, a parent might consider:

-       your age and how mature you are maturity 
-       how many children they have and how old they are 
-       what babysitting experience you have 
-       how long you will be babysitting 
-       whether there are adults nearby to call in case of an emergency.

If you are interested in babysitting, consider taking a babysitting course. The Red Cross offers a
babysitting course is for youth who are 12 and older. You can learn more about the course on
the Red Cross [2] website.

If you do get hired as a babysitter minimum wage laws do not apply. That means what you get paid
is up to you and the parents hiring you to decide. Parents who hire you as a babysitter should give
you clear instructions about caring for their children and be home when they say they will. If you are
uncomfortable in someone's home or don't think they are treating you fairly, don't take the job!

 

Getting Married

People 19 years old or older can get married without
permission. Young people between 16 and 19 can marry if
their parents agree. Young people under 16 usually can’t get
married unless they go to court and get permission to marry
from a judge. The judge will only agree if he or she thinks this
is good for them.

 

Committing a Crime

The first time a young person (12 to 17 years) does
something wrong, he or she will not usually have to go to
court. If it is not the first time they have been in trouble or they
did something more serious, like had a weapon such as a
knife or gun, they will have to go to Youth Court.

If the judge at the Youth Court decides you are guilty, they can
do the following:

Make you pay a fine
Make you pay for damage with money or by working
Give you volunteer work to do in the community
Let you go home, but have someone from the court check on you for up to two years
(probation)
Make you go to jail if it’s a serious crime

If someone over 14 years old is accused of a very serious crime, like murder, they can be
sentenced as an adult. For more information, see Crime [3].

http://www.redcross.ca/what-we-do/first-aid-and-cpr/first-aid-at-home/first-aid-training/babysitting?tid=021
http://www.justiceeducation.ca/legal-help/crime/youth-and-crime/young-offenders


 

Driving a Car
Young people between 16 and 19 years old can get a driver’s
licence if they pass the tests and their parents are willing to
apply for the licence.

A young person driving a car has the same responsibilities as
an adult. If young people less than 18 years old get a car, they
can’t register or get licence plates for it unless their parents
sign the papers.

For more information about getting a driver’s licence, traffic
tickets, car accidents, and more, see Driving [4].

 

Tattoos and Piercing
There is no law in BC that says how old you have to be get tattoos or body
piercings. The Ministry of Health recommends that studios get parents’ consent
before working on people under 19. Some studios have their own rules. For
example, some studios won’t give tattoos or piercings to youth under the age of 17
without their parent’s written permission.

No matter what your age, studios should make sure you are giving your informed
consent. That means you understand the risks and have the maturity to make the
decision, you are getting the work done because you want to (and not because
someone is pressuring you to) and that you are not under the influence of drugs or
alcohol.

If you are thinking about getting body or facial piercings take a look at the
information on the Kids Help Phone [5] website.
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