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Number of B.C. kids-in-care deaths,
critical injuries jump dramatically
120 in care or receiving services from the B.C. government died last year, and more than 740 received "critical

injuries," according to a new tally by the children's advocate.

Nineteen-year-old Paige Gauchier died of an overdose in 2013 in a Downtown Eastside rooming house, shortly after aging out of foster

care.  H A N D O U T

http://vancouversun.com/author/loriculbertsun


One hundred and twenty children in care or receiving services
from the B.C. government died last year, and more than 740
received “critical injuries,” according to a new tally by the
children’s advocate.

And while the number of children in care in the province has declined

(https://www.rcybc.ca/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/reports_publications/cid_update_28.pdf)

over the last decade, the number of reported deaths and critical injuries has risen at a

dramatic pace: Deaths jumped from 72 in 2008 to 120 last year, while critical injuries

skyrocketed from 120 to 741.

The way these incidents are reported has changed recently in response to criticisms about

the child-welfare system, making it impossible to prove that these vulnerable children

actually experienced more serious injuries. The numbers of deaths were also reported

diúerently over time — in the past, deaths from “natural causes” such as an accident or an

illness were not counted. Now all deaths are reported. 

But Bernard Richard, B.C.’s acting children’s advocate, says the totals still represent

emotional or physical trauma being suúered by too many youth.

“It’s too early to jump to the conclusion that there are more cases, but just the sheer

numbers are startling,” Richard said in an interview.  “We see a pretty alarming number of

suicide attempts, overdoses, sexual abuse and physical abuse. It really is unpleasant to know

that so many kids are going through these kinds of experiences … and often it is the result of

actions by someone caring for them.”

Indeed, Richard’s oøce received reports of 3,048 critical injuries and 885 deaths of children

with links to the ministry between 2008 and 2016. Critical injures can include attempted

suicide, emotional trauma, assaults and accidents.

Two-

thirds of the injury cases and nearly 40 per cent of the deaths were investigated by the

advocate, because they were under unusual circumstances, inflicted on purpose, or

possibly the result of maltreatment. Many of those reviews are complete

(http://www.rcybc.ca.) , resulting in recommendations for change to the child welfare system;

some are still underway.

https://www.rcybc.ca/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/reports_publications/cid_update_28.pdf
http://www.rcybc.ca./


â��We see a pretty alarming

number of suicide attempts,

overdoses, sexual abuse and

physical abuse,â�� says Bernard

Richard, B.C.’s acting children’s

advocate.  H A N D O U T

The Ministry of Children and Family Development, in an e-mail statement, said the cases are

up because the criteria for reporting a critical injury or death started to change in 2011, as

did the computer system used to track them in 2014.

“This does not necessarily mean that the number or severity of incidents has increased, just

that the criteria of what is reported has been expanded,” the e-mail said.

The ministry said these reports can be made any time a child is injured, and not necessarily

in the caregiver’s home. It also noted that many of the kids in care are “medically fragile with

ongoing health problems or terminal illnesses.”

NDP critic Melanie Mark, though, called the numbers “shocking,” and hopes the rising tally of

injuries and deaths will force the ministry to follow some of the advocate’s

recommendations, such as hiring more social workers.

“The number (of deaths and injuries) is going up and as more information is going to the

advocate, there is more pressure (on the ministry) to do something about it,” she said.

“We shouldn’t get comfortable with the numbers. We shouldn’t accept that a whole bunch of

children removed from their own families are experiencing harm.”

The issue of what is a reportable critical injury came to the

fore in 2010, when a 15-year-old girl with Down Syndrome was

found alone with her mother’s dead body and had been there

for at least 24 hours. The incident was not reported. 

“There was a time when the ministry would have said the child

wasn’t injured,” Richard said. “But we think the emotional,

psychological damage is just as concerning so we want to

make sure we do our reviews … and not have the ministry

make those decisions for us.”

A scathing 2015 report about Paige Gauchier, who died after

aging out of care, found many horrible things that had

happened to her were not reported, but should have been,

Richard said.

As the cases of deaths and injuries climbed, the number of

youth in care fell from 9,097 in 2006-07 to 7,197 in 2016-17.

A recent report

(https://www.rcybc.ca/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/reports_publications/cid_update_28.pdf)

 by Richard’s oøce that examined a six-month period last year, found more than three-

quarters of the suspicious critical injuries involved children in government care (as opposed

to those just receiving services), and 61 per cent of those were aboriginal.

Between June 1 and Sept. 30, his oøce received reports of 275 critical injures, and 217 of

those are being reviewed . While the majority of the reports being reviewed involved teens,

there were 36 suspicious injures of kids ages six to 12 years and another 12 injured children

under five years old.

https://www.rcybc.ca/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/reports_publications/cid_update_28.pdf
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The news was slightly better for the 36 deaths, as only nine of those were considered in need

of a review by the children’s advocate. (The remainder would be of natural causes or some

other circumstances not deemed suspicious.) Of those nine, one was in foster care, at least

three were aboriginal, two were babies and the rest were teens.

tsherlock@postmedia.com (mailto:tsherlock@postmedia.com)

lculbert@postmedia.com (mailto:lculbert@postmedia.com)

Provincial children’s ministry looking to former foster kids to help guide future of care

(http://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/provincial-childrens-ministry-looking-to-former-foster-kids-

to-help-guide-future-of-care)

Aunt Leah’s Place-launched Friendly Landlord Network finding homes for teens ‘aging out’ of

foster care (http://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/aunt-leahs-place-launched-friendly-landlord-

network-finding-homes-for-teen-aging-out-of-foster-care)

B.C. foster children adoption website attracts nearly 100 families in just six weeks

(http://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/b-c-foster-children-adoption-website-attracts-nearly-100-

families-in-just-six-weeks)

From care to where? Aging out of the foster system

(http://www.vancouversun.com/news/topic.html?t=topic&q=from+care+to+where)

CLICK HERE (mailto:vanweb@postmedia.com) to report a typo.

Is there more to this story? We’d like to hear from you about this or any other stories you

think we should know about. Email vantips@postmedia.com (mailto:vantips@postmedia.com) .
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We encourage all readers to share their views on our articles and blog posts. We are committed to maintaining a lively but civil
forum for discussion, so we ask you to avoid personal attacks, and please keep your comments relevant and respectful. If you
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are using Facebook commenting. Visit our FAQ page (http://www.vancouversun.com/news/story.html?id=7195492) for more
information.
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StuartStirling Stirlingst · Construction Worker farm helper at DJ's farm
Adding more social workers is not going to solve the issue. There are far too many people profiting from children being
taken into care. Hiring more social workers under the current system is only going to exacerbate the problem.
Like · Reply · Apr 10, 2017 4:07pm

James Banko · McGill University, Montreal
It's only the tip of the Iceburg??? The children's ministry has lost control on a few of her regional agency's and their
supervisors have become Judge and Jury as their social workers have very little say in de terminating the outcome of
cases in Family Courts, Or their jobs are at stake, We don't hear about the petitions against the front line workers, more
than you can count?? The Minister is fully aware of the ongoings , but turns a blind eye to these incidents!

Like · Reply · 2 · Mar 8, 2017 9:13am

Blake Newton · Southern Alberta Institute of Technology
So 885 children "in care" died since 2008... that is more than FIVE TIMES the number of Canadian combat deaths
attributed to Afghanistan. This is immoral, repugnant and a clear sign the Liberals need to be thrown not only just out of
power here, but thrown in jail. We needed comprehensive public audits years ago on this ministry as well as many
others. The taxpayer pays for this ministry and many others. Why aren't we being told what has happened here? Time
for a change.

Like · Reply · 4 · Mar 8, 2017 7:16am

Donna Young · Burnaby North Secondary School
Best way for no comoensation is for a family relative to be the first choice to volunteer to look after another's family
member's child. But the system requires some parental BC rules orintation and what is or is not allowed. 
It is very difficult to take away priviledges, for discipline strategy, because children in need have had no great specal
priveleges, to take away. 
Discipline for a foster child who has not been taught to respect rules are a benfit, feel no rules apply to them. They are
their own boss. No one tells them what to do. Just no one is their authority, not teachers, an... See More
Like · Reply · Feb 21, 2017 1:33pm

Sharron Padden
It is well known that kids in foster care are often taken in for the money. The system has to change.

Like · Reply · 1 · Feb 12, 2017 5:17pm

George Skelton · SAIT Southern Alberta Institute of Technology (Calgary AB Canada)
Show me the proof.
Like · Reply · Mar 20, 2017 9:25pm
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