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Opinion: Time to give teeth to B.C.'s
Representative for Children and Youth

FILE PHOTO Bernard Richard, B.C.'s Representative for Children and Youth. H A N D O U T  /  P N G

Now that Kootenay West MLA Katrine Conroy is the Minister
for Children and Family Development, it is time to deliver
services to foster children in alignment with B.C. policies and
recommendations from the Representative for Children and
Youth. 
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B.C. is fortunate to have a formal office to advocate for children, but its mandate is only to
monitor and report, which is weak and ineffectual.

As a former foster child, an adoptee, a former foster parent, and an adoptive parent of a B.C.
child I am horrified how the rights of children in care have been systematically ignored.

My wife and I adopted a B.C. child about 10 years ago. Our adopted child now has three
younger siblings in care, and at least two of them are with the Vancouver Aboriginal Child and
Family Services Society.

The Ministry of Children and Family Development and the Vancouver Aboriginal Child and
Family Services Society never attempted to connect the siblings, and we only connected them
with the help of the birth family.

Since 2015 we have actively engaged with the ministry and the society about potentially
adopting the oldest sibling.

It is illuminating to share a few facts from the process, although identifying details must remain
confidential due to privacy requirements. Unrequested, the society provided copies of the official
Comprehensive Plan of Care documents which stated these children (well under 10 years of
age) would “age out of care.”

The society expressed such low interest in adoption that we formally appealed to the
Representative for Children and Youth to advocate for the children’s legal adoption rights. In
spite of the Representative’s advocacy, society management visited our home and told us that
adoption was not possible due to the history of the residential schools. They also stated their
disagreement with ministry policies and expressed disapproval that the Representative had been
contacted.

Under pressure from the Representative, the society did eventually recant. However, the reality
is that our child’s siblings have been trapped for roughly 10 years in an agency which found
adoption to be unacceptable. It was acceptable that the children remain in multiple, non-
Aboriginal foster homes under an “age out of care” Comprehensive Plan of Care, but adoption
into a permanent family was off limits.

The ministry has publicly claimed it has been doing everything to meet the Representative’s
recommendations to increase adoptions of all eligible foster children, especially Aboriginal
children. However, the Vancouver Aboriginal Child and Family Services Society — which
receives over $30 million a year in public funding — has not adopted out a single child over the
past decade. On average, one child ages out of care from the society every two weeks, yet their
adoption rate remains at zero.

Another relevant fact reported by the Representative, is that an average of 88 children in care
have died (https://www.rcybc.ca/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/reports_publications/cid_update_28.pdf)

annually over the past decade.

When Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal foster children under society care are more likely to have
their name appear on a death certificate than an adoption order, something is wrong.
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When the official Comprehensive Plan of Care for children under the age of 10 is to “age out of
care,” something is wrong.

Has the ministry responded appropriately to well-publicized tragedies such as Paige Gauchier,
Carly Fraser, and Alex Gervais?

What is needed is real change, quickly.

So here is one proposal: why not require the society to facilitate the adoption of one child for
every $1 million in funding they receive? This would produce a non-zero adoption rate, combined
with an age-out rate of nearly zero — a better outcome for foster kids.

Here is a second proposal: change the Representative’s legal mandate to provide them sign-off
authority on foster children’s Comprehensive Plan of Care.

The cost of business as usual is too high for foster kids. Giving the representative some teeth
might create checks and balances to ensure children’s rights are enhanced and protected.

Eric Mazzi is a Vancouver parent whose interest in helping children in care is rooted in lifelong
experience with foster care and adoption. eric.mazzi@gmail.com (mailto:eric.mazzi@gmail.com)
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Diane Thompson
Stop abandoning them at 18 for starters.

Like · Reply · 15 · 37w

Jenn Jones
The age is 19 but i agree with you it should be much higher.

Like · Reply · 4 · 37w

Sara LB
Agreed.
Like · Reply · 37w

Alison Malis · Victoria, British Columbia
How high?
Like · Reply · 37w

Show 1 more reply in this thread

Darren Gregory · Volunteer at The Trauma Recovery Blog
MCFD has become 'the people police'. For them it seems apprehension is the solution. Foster Care is big business, I
suspect. We've had 16 years of destructive ideology coming out of leadership in BC. 
 
This Ministry has far too much power, and that power is often abused in my experience. 
 
They lost their way entirely under the BC Liberals. I hope like hell for quality change. 
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BC'S Child and Youth Advocate did an excellent job calling out this Ministry. From what I see this continues. 
 
Indigenous Children yanked away from culture and family is injustice. Removing any child from the fami... See More

Like · Reply · 5 · 37w · Edited

Katie Lynn
Would you suggest to leave vulnerable children in unsafe situations?? How is removing children big
business??? Where's your facts?

Like · Reply · 5 · 37w

Chantelle Morvay
Katie lynn....too many times mcfd says they dontnhave the services to provide a parent support when child
needs mental health services...but if they give up their kid they can provide the carers with money to "look after
your kid". It's a "you are doing it wrong...we'll fimd someone else who can do it better " mentality - but doesnt
necessarily make it better and they pay someone else to look after your kid. Lots of kids with complex
issues/needs/challenges and if we just supported the families with proper services, alot of kids wouldnt go into
crisis.

Like · Reply · 4 · 37w

Kaylene Fast
As someone who has actually taken care of children removed from DANGEROUS homes I can rightfully say
that there are ALWAYS going to be situations where the immediate removal of a child IS necessary and not
"injustice" 

Like · Reply · 3 · 37w

Show 10 more replies in this thread

Ashish Anand
They would rather keep aboriginal kids in foster care, than let them be adopted by non-aboriginal families? I must be
reading that wrong.
Like · Reply · 37w

Tanya Cederholm · Owner at Infinity Medic Services Ltd
No, you are reading it correctly

Like · Reply · 1 · 37w

Kaylene Fast
There are cultural prejudices in place that seem to imply that a non-aboriginal family would ignore the rich
heritage of the adopted child. I also feel that a loving home should be the right home, regardless of race.

Like · Reply · 5 · 37w

Erin W. Langstaff · Human Rights activist & Person's with Disabilities advocate at Self-employed
If biological parents recieved as much money as foster parents do per child in their care, there would be a whole lot less
kids in care. 
Poverty leads to high stress environments, hunger, mental and physical health problems, sometimes crime and
substance abuse too... etc etc etc... And so children in these "unacceptable conditions" are removed... And placed with a
family that recieves 2-3 times more more per child, plus all medical covered, plus all social programs covered, plus
dental coverage through Blue Cross. ...which your average child in poverty does not recieve. 
They say money cant buy happiness, and it doesn't, but is sure does buy stability, opportunities, and a healthy lifestyle
and environment. 
Something needs to change.

Like · Reply · 2 · 37w

Susan Creguer · Works at Canada Safeway
I'm so with you there, time these kids are not ignored and helped in the proper way. We have lost to many because if the
cut backs on the system. Time to stop this, one life is to many to lose! 
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