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Annual Earnings Exemption
If you have a disability and get disability assistance you can still work and earn money. Money you
earn, up to a certain amount, does not change the amount on your monthly payment. You can earn
money anytime during the year and there is no monthly limit.

The annual earnings exemption applies to money you earn from January 1–December 31. The
remaining exemption doesn’t carry over year to year. You will receive a new exemption limit each
year. The current exemption limits are:

$12,000 for a single person with the Persons with Disabilities designation
$14,400 for a family with two adults where only one person has the Persons with Disabilities
designation
$24,000 for a family where both adults have the Persons with Disabilities designation

You can use your annual earnings exemption anytime during the year. For example, you may work a
lot in some months and less in others. It won’t affect your monthly assistance amount until you earn
more than your annual limit for that calendar year.

Any money you earn over the annual earnings exemption limit will be deducted dollar for dollar from
your assistance payment. But, you always keep 100 per cent of any money you earn yourself. You
may want to keep track of your income, especially if you expect to earn more than the annual limit
before the end of the calendar year. You’ll receive a letter after you’ve reached 75 per cent of your
exemption limit.

See your remaining exemption amount on My Self Serve
Track your income (PDF)

If you start disability assistance part way through the year, we’ll calculate your annual earnings
exemption amount based on the number of months remaining in the calendar year.

If there is a change in your family, your annual earnings exemption limit will change depending on
your new circumstance.

Income & Changes

You must complete a monthly report, or stub, by the fifth of every month if you:

Earn income or
Have changes to report to the ministry

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/home
https://myselfserve.gov.bc.ca/
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/6500B58B0B474229851DFF9F2CC5D482


12/30/2018 Annual Earnings Exemption - Province of British Columbia

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/services-for-people-with-disabilities/disability-assistance/on-disability-assistance/annual-ear… 2/4

When you complete your report, let us know if there are any changes in your family
circumstances as this may affect your annual earnings exemption limit. This includes income that
doesn’t change from month-to-month. 

Complete your Monthly Report online through My Self Serve
Print and submit the Monthly Report (PDF) online, by mail or in person at a ministry office 

Income is money you receive from:

Working
Someone who is renting a room in the home you live in, and is using the same space that
you also use in the home
Someone who pays you room and board
Workers Compensation Board (WCB) temporary wage loss replacement payments
Pension plan contributions that you got back  because your contributions were not enough to
make a pension

Examples of changes you must also report, include:

Joining or separating from a spouse
Moving
Adding or removing a dependent

Earning More Than the Annual Limit

You won’t get an assistance payment if:

You reach your annual limit and
Your monthly earnings continue to be over assistance rates

You may be able to continue to get medical and transportation benefits. You won’t lose your Persons
with Disabilities designation.

Find out if you're eligible for supplements and support if you are no longer receiving disability
assistance

You should continue to submit your Monthly Report form each month if you reach your annual limit.
This will make it easier for you to get disability assistance when you’re eligible. If you continue to
submit your Monthly Report forms, you may be able to receive disability assistance without having
to reapply:

If your earnings fall below disability assistance rates
When you are eligible for a new earnings exemption limit in the new calendar year

If you do not continue to submit your Monthly Report form each month after reaching your annual
limit, you will need to reapply for assistance.

https://myselfserve.gov.bc.ca/
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/1477F929F1864675A4A698729F4D9BD7
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/services-for-people-with-disabilities/disability-assistance/leaving-disability-assistance
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My Self Serve
Use My Self Serve to:

Apply for income or disability assistance
Receive and reply to messages about your case
Make service requests
Track the status of your requests
Submit your monthly report without having to go to an office
Find out what you are eligible to receive on the next payment date
Track your annual earnings exemption if you are on disability assistance
Monitor and sign your employment plans

Find out more about My Self Serve.

Policy & Legislation
Use the BCEA Policy & Procedure Manual to find out more about:

Income treatment and exemptions

Visit BC Laws for the legislation:

Employment and Assistance Act and Regulations
Employment and Assistance for Persons with Disabilities Act and Regulations

WorkBC

Explore career and job options and learn about day-to-day working conditions and skills you'll need
for today’s job market.

Get education and skills training, including funding for assistive adaptations
Gain work experience
Find a job
Create or expand your own business

Find a WorkBC centre.

Contact Information
Get help and answers to your questions at your local office or:

https://myselfserve.gov.bc.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/income-assistance/access-services/my-self-serve
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/policies-for-government/bcea-policy-and-procedure-manual
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/policies-for-government/bcea-policy-and-procedure-manual/eligibility/income-treatment-and-exemptions
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/content/complete/statreg/414786120/02040/?xsl=/templates/browse.xsl
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/content/complete/statreg/414786120/02041/?xsl=/templates/browse.xsl
https://www.workbc.ca/Employment-Services/WorkBC-Centres/Find-your-WorkBC-Employment-Services-Centre-(1).aspx
https://www.workbc.ca/Employment-Services/WorkBC-Centres/Find-your-WorkBC-Employment-Services-Centre-(1).aspx
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/income-assistance/access-services
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Toll Free:
1 866 866-0800
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