
Progress Report - December 20, 2007

It's still early on in the pilot project, but we've definitely had a fantastic start!

Collections started in late October and early November, depending on which collection route 
you’re on, and as of early December, you've helped us collect approximately 30, 000 kilograms of 
food waste! That's 30 metric tons of material that would otherwise have ended up taking up space 
in the Regional landfill and producing methane (a potent greenhouse gas) as it decomposed. 
Instead it went to the International Composting Corporation and is being turned into compost and 
plant fertilizer.

Residents in all three areas have done a great job adjusting to a new routine and new collection 
schedules and we are seeing average overall participation rates of between 70 and 80 percent. 
On average, households are producing approximately 3.4 kg of food waste per week, compared 
with 3.2 kg of garbage and 4.3 kg of recycling per week. This means that by recycling and using 
their green bins, residents on the project are now diverting approximately 70% of their waste from 
the landfill! For information on how your specific route has done so far, please see the table 
below. 

In January or February we will be mailing you an update with some more details on how things 
have been going so far. We will also be asking for some feedback on how things have been going 
from your perspective. There will be a resident survey and focus groups to help us learn from 
residents what’s working, what’s not working, and how the project can be improved. We would 
very much appreciate any feedback you can give us. 

Thank you to everyone participating in the pilot project so far and keep up the good work! 

Remember; if you have any questions you can always email us at foodwastepilot@rdn.bc.ca.

Collection data from the first month and a half of the Food Waste Collection Pilot Project

Collection
route

Total food 
waste
collected

Average 
food waste 
per 
household 
per week

*Average 
garbage per 
household 
per week

*Average 
recycling per 
household
per week

Average 
overall 
diversion 
from landfill

Chartwell 6,940 kg 3.2 kg 2.5 kg 4.5 kg 76%
Nanaimo 11,770 kg 3.6 kg 2.5 kg 5.2 kg 75%
Cedar 10,560 kg 3.3 kg 4.7 kg 3.1 kg 59%
*Although these materials are now both collected bi-weekly, we have calculated them as a weekly amount, 
so that you can compare them with the food waste numbers.


